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Preparing for Worship
Moving Forward 

Next Sunday, October 25, Group 4 
will meet in person while the rest of  the 
congregation will particiate by Facebook.

Beginning in November, two groups 
at a time will be able to attend in person. 
Groups 1 and 3 will come on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays; Groups 2 and 4 on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays.

Then, on the fifth Sunday, which is 
also the first Sunday in Advent, everyone is 
invited for worship in the parking lot.

GROUP 4
Becky Baker
Ball Family

Berry Family
Janet Campbell
Green Family

Knowles Family
Bill Martin

Jennifer Parker
Proudfoot Family
Simmons Family
Wilkerson Family

Sound work 
Members of  the sound crew 

— from left Sharon Crenshaw, 
Steve Crenshaw and Henry Clark 
— gathered Saturday, October 
10, with Laura Wilson and Ken 
Gadomski and Laura’s son-in-law, 
musician Jeremy Messer, to fine 
tune the sound system.

Finding just the right balance 
between voice, piano and band 
is a challenge, especially when 
the music is being transmitted via 
Facebook.
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 “Oh the Deep, Deep Love of  Jesus” was a special treat from Leslie Rey 
on flute and Laura Wilson on piano Sunday as Pastor Mary Clark moved from 
Philippians to Thessalonians in her message.  And we hope you heard the duet 
between Laura and Tony Bowers on “I’ll Fly Away!” If  you missed it, you can 
still view and hear the whole service on our Facebook page — www.facebook.com/
ProvidencePresbyterianMobileAL
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Remembering Ed Smith
Edward Lafayette Smith, Jr. 

(1925-2020)
By Ann Bosarge

     Let me tell you about my dad, Edward L. Smith, 
Jr. Although most of  you met or knew Ed somewhat, 
you probably didn’t really know about his life or 
his humility. Ed was a Christian man through and 
through. He was a Naval Officer at the end of  World 
War II. He was a curious young boy fascinated by 
radio and communications, who because a techncal 
person . . . an electrical engineer by education and 
career, and then an engineering manager. He was 
an avid reader of  the Bible, the literary classics, 
and much more. (He told me once that he had read 
the Bible at least a dozen times.) He was an active 
member of  the community and church. Ed dabbled 
in wood turning and bowl making, and even golf. 
Most importantly, my Dad, Ed Smith, was a believer 
in God and family. He married his high school 
sweetheart, Mary Grainger, and had two daughters, 
me and Kathy. He ended up with two grandchildren, 
Aubrey and Jake Bosarge, and three great-
grandchildren, Isla, William, and Cameron Lawrence.

Birth and Family
     Ed was born in 1925 in the little town of  
Conway, SC. He was the oldest of  three children 
and had a younger brother, Billy, and a baby 
sister, Margaret. His father was a grocer and local 
businessman, and his mother was a teacher. As a 
youngster, he was very curious and studious. As 
a teenager, he even started his own “unlicensed” 
radio station and secretly transmitted from his 
home (up in the attic) until he was “put out of  
business” by the authorities. 
     As I stated earlier, dad married his high school 
sweetheart, and he would later tell me that she 
was the greatest influence on his life. Mom and 
my sister, Kathy, passed away only three-and-a-
half  weeks apart in the fall of  2008. Of  course, 
Dad was devastated. When Roy and I married 
and had Aubrey and Jake, Mom and Dad 
became “Pop Pop” and “Mere,”  and took on the 



Remembering Ed Smith
happy role of  grandparents. They both loved spoiling them 
and helped out on many occasions with raising them. 
     My parents were not big fans of  McDonald’s, but they 
quickly found that the kids loved going there for the Happy 
Meals, so they “caved in” and went anyway!

Gentleman, Devout, Class Act, Humble
     Everyone who ever met or knew my Dad ALWAYS 
remarked about what a gentleman he was. And it was true! 
Dad did not talk behind people’s backs, and he always 
tried to be positive and uplifting when he looked at life. He 
was a great role model for me and my sister as we grew 
up. Dad was such a devout Christian that I remember 
him leading routine Bible Studies at the dining room table 
when I was a child. He prayed before every meal and tried 
hard not only to talk the talk, but to also walk the walk.

Education and Career
     Both Mom and Dad attended college in South 
Carolina. Dad majored in Electrical Engineering and 
graduated in 1945, at the end of  World War II. He was 
commissioned an Ensign in the Navy and assigned to a 
ship in the Pacific at the very end of  the war, but he never 
saw any action. Dad had only one job in his professional 
career as an electrical engineer and engineering 
manager. He worked 40 years for Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation, a job that he always said he loved. He mainly 
worked in military microwave communication and satellite 
programs. Dad worked nearly all of  his career in the 
Maryland and Northern Virginia area. He also spent three 
years setting up an electronics industry in Iran (before the 
Shah was overthrown in 1978/79). Dad retired in 1986, 
and he and Mom stayed in Columbia, MD, until 2002, 
when they moved to the Columbia, SC, area to be near 
family. In 2018, we moved Dad to Mobile to be closer to 
our family. Dad always said his goal was to be retired for 
as long as he worked, and he almost made it! Forty years 
working and 35 retired.

Interests, Hobbies
     My Mom and Dad discovered golf  later in life, but Dad 
discovered that he wasn’t good at it, and since he couldn’t 
curse, he gave it up! As I said earlier, Dad’s two passions 
were going to the beach and reading. His idea of  heaven 
was vacationing at the beach and reading books. Every 
summer we went to Myrtle Beach and rented a cottage, 

and got Krispy Kreme Donuts, which he loved. 
He was a very avid reader and could plow 
through a book quickly. I remember when I 
was about 10 years old, he told me that I had to 
read every book on his bookshelf  by the time I 
completed college . . . and it scared me to death 
because he had a lot of  books. Dad also enjoyed 
dabbling in woodworking and wood turning on 
a lathe. He made some beautiful bowls, vases, 
and works of  art. Finally, Dad was a great lover 
of  music . . . especially jazz music. Dad played 
the saxophone in his early years and always 
loved saxophone jazz. I have fond memories of  
us attending various jazz musical events over 
the years.

Summary
     So I hope you now have a good idea of  Ed, 
the man, the Christian, the husband, the gentle-
man ... the father ... the grandfather ... and the 
great-grandfather. Dad, we love you and will 
always remember you. Rest in Peace!
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ThankS poured in from our 
friends at O’Rourke Elementary School. 
The Providence mask makers dropped 
off nearly 1,000 masks at the school — 
plenty for every child and adult in the 
building.

Since we dropped them off, thanks 
have come pouring in from teachers, 
office staff and the school nurse.

Providence also supports O’Rourke 
with backpacks at the beginning of  the 
school year and take-home supplies of  
weekend meals throughout the year.

In addition, Providence helps 
provide uniforms where needed 
and fulfills a wish list of  supplies for 
Providence members who teach in the 
local schools.

In Other News
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Mark Your Calendar

October 25 — Worship
9:15 a.m., Pastor Mary Clark preaching
Group 4 in person; others via Facebook
10 a.m., Discipletown Spooktacular

October 28 — Book Study
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

October 31 — Breast Cancer Walk
8 a.m., Battleship Park

November 1 — Worship
9:15 a.m., Pastor Mary Clark preaching
Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook

November 4 — Book Study
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

November 8 — Worship
9:15 a.m., Pastor Mary Clark preaching
Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook

November 11 — Book Study
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

November 15 — Worship
9:15 a.m., Pastor Mary Clark preaching
Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook

In Other News
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CHRISTMAS IN MAY
In celebration of the 30th Birthday of Providence 
on Pentecost, May 31, we have commissioned a 
new Providence ornament. You can order yours 
now by filling out this form and returning it to 
the church, with a check for $15 per ornament. 
Ornaments will be available on Pentecost.

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Number of ornaments ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number or email ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this form and your check to the church: 
2320 Schillinger Road South, Mobile, Alabama 36695.

ornaMenTS available
Speaking of  Advent, it’s not too early — or too late 

— to order a Providence ornament.
Ornaments celebrating the 30th birthday of  

Providence Presbyterian are still available. Cost is $15. 
If  you’d like one, contact Elder Laura Anderson.

Hi Friends! Michelle Nall here!
It’s that time again for the American Cancer Society’s 

“Making Strides Walk Against Breast Cancer.” 
Mobile’s chapter started 14 years ago, and we have 

been a part of  the event for the last 12. I’m always 
honored to present Providence Presbyterian Church’s 
donation, and I personally thank you for that.

Because of  COVID-19, things are different this year. 
A representative at ACS told me we’ll be having a drive-
through parade at Battleship Park on Saturday, October 
31, at 8:00 a.m. Registration and survivor tents will be 
spread out on the lawn area.

Here’s your challenge! Besides participating and 
supporting, you can enter the ACS’s contest for the best 
decorated car. 

Let’s do this! Call Michelle Nall at 251-423-9510 with 
any questions.

God bless and thanks!

diSCipleTown — Join us for a Spook-tacular
Discipletown gathering on this Sunday, October 25, 
after church. The theme will be Halloween and all 
children ages 4-8 are invited! We will meet outdoors 
(weather permitting) from about 10 to 10:45. The fun 
will be guided by your favorite Discipletown leader, Amy 
Westerburg. More details to come.

Please email Wanda Green (drwandasue@gmail.
com) by October 18th if  you plan to attend so we can 
adequately plan. 

adulT SundaY SChool — Hang on, hang
on. We’re still working out technical issues but will start 
as soon as they are resolved. In the meantime, thanks for 
your enthusiastic response to the study plans.

pledge CardS  
Look for your 2021 Time and Talent form in the 

envelope with next week’s newsletter.
It’s a chance to tell the church what you anticipate in 

fiancial support next year so that the Session can draw up 
a realistic budget.

Even more, it’s a chance to consider new ways to 
participate at Providence. 

Please try to return your Time and Talent form by 
Sunday, November 15.



lYriCS For SundaY, oCTober 25

6

HE HAS MADE ME GLAD

I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart; 
I will enter His courts with praise.
I will say, “This is the day that the Lord has made!”
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.

He has made me glad, He has made me glad,
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.
He has made me glad, He has made me glad.
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.

(Repeat song)

MORE ABOUT JESUS

More about Jesus would I know,
More of His grace to others show,
More of His saving fullness see.
More of His love who died for me.

Chorus: 
More, more about Jesus.
More, more about Jesus.
More of His saving fullness see,
More of His love who died for me.

More about Jesus let me learn.
More of His holy will discern.
Spirit of God my teacher be,
Showing the things of Christ to me.

Chorus: 
More, more about Jesus.
More, more about Jesus.
More of His saving fullness see,
More of His love who died for me.

THERE IS POWER IN THE BLOOD

Would you be free from the burden of sin?
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood.
Would you o’er evil a victory win?
There’s wonderful power in the blood.

There is power, power, wonder-working power 
In the blood of the Lamb.
There is power, power, wonder-working power 
In the precious blood of the Lamb.

Would you do service for Jesus your King?
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood.
Would you live daily His praises to sing?
There’s wonderful power in the blood. 

There is power, power, wonder-working power 
In the blood of the Lamb.
There is power, power, wonder-working power 
In the precious blood of the Lamb.


